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"They want to keep us silent, 

frighten us, so that we never go back 

to the streets to demonstrate.” 

(Samira Ibrahim) 

Samira Ibrahim – one brave woman against Egypt’s military 
 

Samira Ibrahim – a 25-year old Egyptian – demonstrated against Egypt’s military council and was arrested on March 9
th

 2011. 

She was tortured, abused and underwent the so-called “virginity test”. Since then she fights against her one year probation, 

as well as against torture of Egypt’s women. On December 27
th

 will be the final process, if it’s not postponed – again! 

Last Saturday, December 17, again there were strong protests against Egypt’s military council in Cairo. Especially one amateur-

video made that day, with already more than two million clicks on Youtube, has been going around the world. A young woman 

in blue jeans lies defenceless on the ground, her upper body half exposed. The securities forces strike her with batons, one of 

them start to boot her in the moment the picture was 

taken. 

These are the same scenes as in March, when Samira 

demonstrated against the military council and was arrested 

in barracks together with 16 other Egyptians. The army 

tortured the young woman with blows and electric shocks. 

But even worse, a military surgeon forced Samira to take off 

their clothes to check if she was still a virgin. “He had his 

hands five minutes down there. He makes me lose my 

virginity”, she told the online newspaper “Global Post”. “I 

wanted to die. It was like I was raped.”  

 

Sexual harassment is a common practice in Egypt and who struggles against it, will be 

blamed for it that it’s her own fault. The women are blamed, e.g., for sexy behaviour which 

forced the men to do this.  

This is why a lot of Egyptians keep silent and don’t say anything against. According to 

Ahmed Ragheb, executive director of Hesham Mubarak Law Center, “The way they were 

humiliating women was intended to emotionally break them.” He also stresses that “For 

example, they would invoke the 

popular revolutionary chant, 'raise 

your head high, you're Egyptian' and 

then they would slap them in the face, 

or kick them.”  

Still, there are woman as Samira, who 

get support from their families and 

don’t want to be quiet. For that reason, Samira contacts human rights groups. Five groups 

give her advices, as well as supportive lawyers to fight for justice and reversal of her one 

year probation. Samira was blamed for attendance in an illegal demonstration, as well as 

attacks on security forces and non-regard of curfew.  

Since this moment Samira gives interviews, goes to TV talk shows and tries to do something against the unfairness of the military 

towards Egypt’s women. “Samira’s chance to win in court are pretty small”, says Adel Ramadan of the Egyptian Initiative for 

Human Rights. However, Samira doesn’t really care that the court postponed the hearing of December 27th. “That doesn’t 

matter. I have time” she says to the Global Post. 

According to Manal Omar, member of the U.S. Institute of Peace, it is really important to include all social groups of Middle 

Eastern countries who following the Arab Spring to solve any number of problems. "If this process is fast-forwarded, women, 

minorities (and) other groups who are marginalised politically will be missing from the decision-making table," she said.  

For women, like Samira or the unknown woman in the blue jeans, the Arab revolutions in 2011 are an important opportunity to 

make real changes for women's roles in these regions. Even though, they have to take a hit. 

A spokesman for Amnesty International says in a 

statement that „Virginity tests are a form of 

torture when they forced or coerced. Forcing 

women to have this test is utterly unacceptable. Its 

purpose is to degrade women because they are 

women.” 

©Reuters; A young women, who could be the new face of 

Egypt’s revolution. 


