
Fordson – Faith Fasting Football and the American Dream 

Fordson: 2011, color, HD, 92min 

Directed by Rashid Ghazi, the award-winning movie “Fordson” is a fine example of an entertaining, powerful documentary 

capturing the smallest bit of emotions experienced by Arab-American people in post 9/11-America. Produced by Ash-Har 

Quraishi and Basma Babar-Quraishi  and written by Ruth Leitman, the film is a heart-warming, inspirational look at the life of the 

Arab-American high school football team “Fordson” in the suburb Dearborn, Michigan state. Annually, they prepare for their 

highly promoted rivalry game against the “Dearborn” High school. Set in 2009, the film starts on September 11, one week before 

the big match, during the last ten days of Ramadan.  
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The leading characters in the documentary are Baquer, Hassan, Bilal and Mohamed: typical American teenagers with a passion 

for American football. Not just because their fathers and older brothers played in this team before, it is more about supporting 

the whole Arab community.  

Generations of Arab families have grown up together, went to the Fordson High and the football games. They give their biggest 

Fordson fan the nickname “Big Joe” and much more importantly, they hold on to their Islamic faith. With an 98% Arab-American 

population this community is the largest concentration of Arabs outside the Middle East. For this reason, they not only have to 

handle the prejudice and problems caused by 9/11, but also the inner struggle of the football players against hunger and when 

they train during the holy Ramadan. 

"POWERFUL...INTELLIGENT...MOVING – I want everyone in this country to watch this film.” 

(Michael Moore) 

The most powerful scenes are the talks between the coaches and their team: Coach Fouad Zaban 

shows with vibrant words how hard it is “to keep their mouths shut” and to “don’t give the extra 

push” during the game. There are so many things to say, and there is aggression too, which is 

showed by Zaban’s powerful kick against a chair. You can really feel that Zaban has problems to 

handle the situation and that he can’t understand how it could come that far, expressed by him 

verbal and non-verbal. 

 

 

 

 

© Fordson the Movie,  

Imad Fadlallah, principal of 

Fordson High school: “In a way 

you feel you’re responsible, or 

they MAKE you feel that you 

are responsible.  Somewhere in 

the blood trail, you’re related to 

the people that were on that 

airplane whether you like it or 

not.” 

© Fordson the movie; Coach Fouad Zaban and his team before a match: "Family on three: one two three - FAMILY!" 



 

Especially the story of Ali Houssaiky, the brother of player Hassain Houssaiky, opens the audience’s heart and mind. In 2005, he 

and his friend Osama bought cell phones from a Wal-Mart to re-sell them for profit and were arrested in Ohio on suspicious 

terrorism. After ten days the two men were released because of lack of evidence, but they will never forget the despair of their 

families and what it changed for them: “It opened my mind, opened my eyes to what’s going on in America,” Ali says. 

With such personally shaped stories, and through the eyes of the team, their coaches, families and fans, the movie raises up the 

questions, “Who is an American?” and “Who has the American birth right?” The audience finds itself thinking about the 

question, how accepted other cultures in America really are, how strong you can hold on to your origins and, if the worst comes 

to the worst, where are you belonging to? Are you an Arab because of your faith or an American because of your birthright? And 

especially, is it possible to be both?  

For more information and the trailer, please click here. 


