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Arab – Revolution 

Upheavals in the Arabic World – but what has 

been achieved since then? 

 

Eight months ago Tunisia’s Dictator Ben Ali flew and left a 

millions of people in doubt about their future in Tunis and Cairo 

behind. The revolt stagnates here while in the Yemen is a 

breakdown of regime, in Syria state terror and in Libya the civil 

war ended with the death of Gaddhafi October 20
th

. In Egypt, 

president Mubarak stepped back respectively brought down on 

February 11
th

. But where stands Egypt today?  

First results containing a really up close interview with Cornelia 

Wegerhoff, a German reporter in Cairo tight to the beating 

heart of the Arabic Revolution. 

By Jennifer Pompe 

 

 „The Arab-Spring is the proof that peoples don’t want to be 

oppressed forever. The might of the social media is 

immense. Now you can communicate with the whole world. 

That’s a historic moment in the universal history, but we’re 

still tapping in the dark about the ending scene”, says 

Wegerhoff.  

Six months after the beginning it’s not really sure what 

happens next. “That the Tunisian Islamists won, don’t make 

us really happy. That in Libya the return of the Shariah is 

announced – on the day of the solemn expressions of 

liberation – just as little.” Wegerhoff hopes that the protest 

movement in Syria and in the Yemen will win through the 

brutality of the dictators. “The bloodshed has to end”, she 

says. 

Egypt – Transition to a Democracy? 

 

Giving an example, what the countries have been achieved 

since the beginning of the revolution, Wegerhoff talks about 

her second home Egypt. She describes the atmosphere 

there as depression, not revolution and knows that the 

many delays – the downright protraction of the 
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Wegerhoff works since over 
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She travels between Cologne 

and Cairo and works as 

freelance correspondent.  

Furthermore to her tasks 

count being a representative 

in the German ARD-

radiostudio Cairo and make 

current reports from Egypt, 

Libya, Yemen, Saudi-Arabia, 
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Wegerhoff is really familiar 

with Egypt, because she 

works since 1997 regular – 

often for months – in Cairo 

and she has experienced the 

revolution skin-close. 
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democratisation – frustrates a lot of the people.  

In Wegerhoff’s opinion the Egyptians achieved little since the beginning of the Arab 

revolution. Mubarak is gone but the old structures are still present in some spots.             The 

Interior Ministry and the Justice Ministry neither was reformed nor restructured, the police, 

the security forces, all is nearly the same as it used to be. The supreme military council rules 

under Tantawy’s guidance, Mubarak’s former minister of defence. “It means that there is a 

military dictatorship, which promises the transition to a democracy on the one hand, but in 

fact just little has changed”, she says. 

Wegerhoff mentions that it’s quite the opposite: In the military trials a hundred of people just 

get a summary procedure and high punishments because they criticised the military.  A 

recent example is the blogger Michael Nabil Sanad. He was sentenced on the 10th April 2011 

to three year’s imprisonment because of supposed “abuse against the military and wrong 

information about the army”. As a result he went on hunger strike till he was committed in a 

psychiatric institution now. 

© Cornelia Wegerhoff, Reporting for the German ARD 

“And again there are a lot dead people: 27 after a peaceful demonstration of Copts two 

weeks ago in Cairo’s borough Maspero. People get overran by shells! “, Wegerhoff says. 

„Here, the Egyptians had been glad when, during the Revolution, the tanks rolled into the 

cities. ‘People and army are one hand’ the people shouted gladly. The Egyptians, for 

historical reasons (6-Day War) always trust the military. But now it shows more and more that 
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the military is stuck to the power, acts inconsiderately and will stop at nothing, as Mubarak 

did.” 

Facebook revolutionaries 

Wegerhoff knows that even the media didn’t change a lot. “As the channel ON-TV with well-

known publicists and writers wanted to talk about the incidents in Maspero, the 

broadcast was canceled by a sharp ‘note’ of the military. Censorship, as back in the 

days, even if this is now only discussed as a scandal in the internet and in the public.” 

 

From her own experience Wegerhoff knows, that on the sensitive issue of 

religious conflict and the fatal events in Maspero, hardly anyone wanted 

to say something. So where is the new freedom of the Egyptians? “There is now a 

strong counter-public, that's the difference from before, but if the criticism goes too far, the 

military bring somebody to trial”, Wegerhoff admits. 

According to social media, “the Facebook revolutionaries have won 

a great victory, but they must provide the majority of the population yet, what the meaning of 

this victory is”. Wegerhoff says. “After 30 years of dictatorship, participation is foreign for the 

people. Ordinary people, due to the many everyday concerns that they have, could be 

impressed quickly by Islamists who distribute rice, make pious slogans and try to jump on the 

train of the revolution.  

Where do they go now is the important question? “There are still - not every Friday, but now 

and then - demonstrations in Tahrir Square. And there is a broad counter-publicity in the 

media, especially on the Internet. People discuss.  

Human rights groups are very active. Who speaks English, uses Facebook”, Wegerhoff 

says. “Many have recognized: The revolutions are convinced that the revolution is far from 

over.” 

Furthermore Wegerhoff explains that many worry about the parliamentary elections in 

late November and that the instability is used by the Islamists. “One expects a majority of the 

Muslim Brotherhood”, she says. Wegerhoff talked to an Egyptian, who told her that Egypt ‘Is 

not there yet actually’. ‘The elections were too early and too dangerous - just because of 

the Islamists - but there is no other way. “Perhaps the true democracy is indeed after the 

next election”, the man told her. 

 “I really care that the train which has democracy and freedom on his wagons will get on the 

wrong track. That doesn’t mean that we as western democracy are the ultimate role model. 

We’re definitely not. Just think about, who has supported the dictators of the Arabic world for 

decades? Who has delivered them weapons and was glad about that in the Middle East – 

thanks to Mubarak and co. – the situation was under control? These were our politicians. 

That’s the reason why Turkey is for most of the Egyptians more a democratic, but Muslim 

role model for the future “, explains Wegerhoff. 


